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Before undertaking suitable legislation to curb eve-teasing, it is
necessary to take at least some urgent measures so that it can be
curtailed to some extent. In public interest, we are therefore inclined
to give the following directions:-

1) All the State Governments aﬂd Union Territories are
directed to depute plain clothed female police officers in the
precincts of bus-stands and stops, railway stations, melro
stations, cinema theatres, shopping malls, parks, beaches,
public service vehicles, places of worship etc. so as (0
monitor and supervise incidents of eve-teasing.

~2) There will be a further direction-to the State Government and
_ Union Territories to install CCTV in Strategic positions
T Which itself would be a deterrent-and if detected, the offender
could be caught. it oy
3) Personq m—charge of the eclucauondl mstuutlons pldcus of

e

worshxp, cinema’ theatre, 1a11ways stations bus stands haw, 10__-_--_,

takc 'stéps-as they deem: f1t to prevents, eve teasing ‘wnhm
thelr precincts ~and; on a complamt be,lm3 made, tlhey mmt_..:__ -
pass on the information to the nearest pohce statlon or tl ;
Women's Help Centre. - M et 57300 e
4) Where any incident of eve-teasing is commltted in a publxc
service vehicle either by the passengers or the persons in
charge of the vehicle, the crew of such vehicle shall, on a
complaint made by the aggrieved person, take such vehicle to
the nearest police station and give information to the police.

Failure to do so should lead to cancellation of the permit (o

ply.

-
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5) State Governments and Union Territories are directed to
establish Women Helpline in various cities and towns, so as
to curb eve-teasing within three months.

6) Suitable boards cautioning such act of .eve-teasing be
exhibited in all public places including precincts of
educational institutions, bus stands, railways station, cinema
theatres, parties, beaches, public service vehicle, places of
worship etc. i

7) Responsibility is also on the passersby and on noticing such
incident; they should also report the same to the ncarest
pohce station or to.Women- Helphne to save the victims from

such crimes.

y _ ;,; Bey ._-?5_’___. TR Eu ey b e a2,
take adequ‘ate_ and effective. measures by “isstuing suitable

POl e.
Dy ReEn g Site e

vy Col]ecrors and the- District :Supermtetidont of Pélice so’ 14"?5; '
take effective and propm measures’ td chrb‘*SUch feidents o™
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stringent legislations in order to curb the deteriorating condition of

women across the country, the cases related to bride burning, cruelty,

suicide, sexual harassment, rape, suicide by married women etc. have

. wincreased and are taking place day by day. A complete overhaul of the
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL APPEALLATE JURISDICTION
CIVIL APPEAL NO. 8513 OF 2012

(Arising out of SLP(C) No.31592 of 2008)

The Deputy Inspector General
Of Police & Anr. .....Appellants

Versus

S. Samuthiram ..... Respondent

JUDGMENT

K.S. R.ﬂdhﬂkl'iShnan, J Gl eielits N Ve N e R Ty WA

[ Leave gran ted.

"‘té:'i's States off lamil Nady to'

; : ’1‘i only in one State, A Statute has bem L,namt-ad t _
R Contdm the same; the : cOnsequence ‘ofwhichimay: at tuhes drastic. [,VC-’ICdSlﬂg

?:i"‘a""'*""""""-;'-"led ‘o tHe death of @ 'woman-in-the year. 1998 «ig. the‘State QfTam[l Naduy, wh[ch i .

“of 'Eve- Tcaslng ‘Ordmance 1998, which  later became an Act, name[y, the Tamil .,
" 'Nadu Prohibition of Eve-Teasing Act, 1998 [for short ‘the Eve-Teasing A(,t.].
The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Eve-Teasing Act reads as follows:

“Bye-teasing in public places has been a perennial problem.
Recently, incidents of eve-teasing leading to serious injuries to, and even
death of a woman have come to the notice of the Government. The
Government are of the view that eve-teasing is a menacc to society as a
whole and has to be eradicated. With this in view, the Government decided

to prohibit eve-teasing in the State of Tamil Nadu.

2. Accordingly, the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Eve-teasing
Ordinance, 1998 (Tamil Nadu Ordinance No. 4 of 1998) was promulgated
by the Governor and the same was published in the Tamil Nadu
Government Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 30th July, 1998.

e e e Goverm’nent bringing ‘an ordinance; . nalﬁely, the Taml Nadu, R *Oh‘l?‘“on -
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3. The Bill seeks to replace the said Ordinance.” @

3. We are in this case concerned with a situation where a member of the law
enforcement agency, a police personnel, himself was caught in the act of eve-
teasing of a married woman leading to criminal and disciplinary proceeding,
ending in his dismissal from service, the legality of which is the subject matter of

this appeal.

4. The respondent herein, while he was on duty at the Armed Reserve,
Palayamkottai was deputed for Courtallam season Bandobust duty on 9.7.1999
and he reported for duty on that date at 8.30 PM at the Courtallam Season Police
out post. At about 11.00 PM he visited the Tenkasi bus stand in a drunken state

* and misbehaved and eve-teased a married lady, who was waitingalong with her |

S0 hiudbatidy o board a’ bus.  The respondent; approached that lady, with a,dubious ..., ;..

mlchﬁon atid'threatened both husband and (wife stating that.he would, book a.case. . 5 "

i ‘agamst Hie: htzsbhnd unless the lady acgompanied:him. ;Further,-he had dt%losed;-:.-{,.:_";.-I.;__‘

o , v«hm iderntity’ Hﬁ‘a pollce man.’ Both- husbandiand; wife: got, panicand: cgmplaqicd L0 diids
e pohce than “Raficly, Head Constable Adlyodl {(No.1368) - who was standing,. ;' . i .

: T&hkﬂsﬁJ%llée ‘Station:along with theshusbaidand; wife. . Eollowing, Limt_ i
c‘of‘np[amt No 625?1999 ‘was registeted;om, 10:7: 999, at: thaL Police Station: agpam&t

2 ’cl‘ldhg With! h'ILa( f"Constable - Pétet: (Nd 10793, oPifenkasiPolice Station papdbie i s
i ‘o‘pp‘omte Eiddof HEhe “bussstand: T hey: w@ve O mglm duty at,thebys. stmggL Ihey
CHishéd e thc”s:pdt“‘(md ‘took the  regpapdent intocustody,: and. brought, h.;m 0y g

‘the'rbs;aond%ni ‘under Section 509 of thet Lndmgfenal Code and. under\vSect[Lqm 4. Of--,f-'-.i

the Eve-teasing Act. On 10.7.1999, at about 1.25 hrs., the respondent was taken - -
"~ to the Government Hospital Tenkasi for medical. examination. There he was
examined by Dr. N. Rajendran, who issued a Certificate of Drunkenness, which

reads as follows:

“Symptoms at the time of examination:

Breath smell of alcohol, Eye congested, Retina expanded, sluggish <
reaction to light, speech and activities normal, pulse rate 90, Blood
pressure 122/85. [ am of opinion that the above person:

(i) consumed alcohol but is not under its influence.
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wrong doers are left unpurished even if complaint is filed since there is no
effective mechanism to monitor and follow up such acts. The necessity of a
proper legislation to curb eve-teasing is of extreme importance, even the Tamil
Nadu Legislation has no teeth.

31. Eve teasing today has become pernicious, horrid and disgusting practice.
The Indian Journal of Criminology and Criminalistics (January- June 1995 Edn.)
has categorized eve teasing into five heads viz. (1) verbal eve teasing; (2) physical
eve teasing; (3) psychological harassment; (4) sexual harassment; and (5)
harassment through some objects. In Vishaka and Others v. State of Rajasthan;
(1977) 6 SCC 241, this Court has laid down certain guidelines on sexual
harassments. In Rupan Deol Bajaj and Another v. K.P.S. Gill; (1995) 6 SCC 194,
this Court has explained the meaning of ‘modesty’ in relation to women. More

~and more girl students, women etc. go to educational institutions, work places ete.. - .
.t and* their:protection: is of extreme importance to a civilized and cultured g,ec:ieLy Bea e
" The experiences’ of women and: girliwhildren in-sover- growded buses, . metros,
- trains ‘ete are-horrendous and a painful.ordeal Lt

I) All the State Gevernments and Umon Teluter__,_,_

_t_cips rallway stations, metro stations, cinema- thcatles shopping malls,
parks, beaches, public service vehicles, places of worship etc. so as to
monitor and supervise incidents of eve-teasing.

2) There will be a further direction to the State Government and Union
Territories to install CCTV in strategic positions which 1tself would be a
detel rent and if detected the of! fender could be caught.

3) Persons in-charge of the educational institutions, places of worship,

cinema theatres, railway stations, bus-stands have to take steps as they
deem fit to prevent eve-teasing, within their precincts and, on a complaint

being gmade, they

S are duected to dC{)ut@m;:‘:.-,;.:{-._.f
'plaln clothed’ fema[e pohce officers in the preclncts of bus- Stcll‘ldS and -

PV o
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must pass on the information to the nearest police station or the Women’s
Help Centre.

4) Where any incident of eve- -teasing is committed in 2 public_service
vehicle either by the passengers or the persons in charge of the vehicle,
the crew of such vehicle shall, on a comp[amt made by the aggrieved
person, take such vehicle to t_he_ nearest police station and give information

to the police. Failure to do s0 should lead to cancellation of the permit to
ply™

s

5) State Governments and Union Territories are directed to establish
Wormen’ Helpline in various cities and towns, so as to curb eve-teasing
within three months. ; "

w0) 'Smtab!e boards cautioning such act of. eve Ledsmg be exhibited in dl'

"""""

pubhc, p[aces mc[udmo pleunctq of educattonal 1mt(tut10nq bus stands, -

1atlway stat;om cmema theaues pa:tres beacht,s pubhc service Vt...hlbitS

“places ofworshlp etc:

1|.

4) Responmblhty iSF also :on  the "p
m"é' ,em they shou[cl also report ‘t'hf'zii sl : Pechily i
to Wbmen Heélpline: to save. thc v1c,l{m<; lom--sm,h cnmcs" 3 PR S

8) The Statc, Govcmments dﬂd Umon I'cmtorles o} Indm wuuld mkc

rs by “zmd on nollunﬂ blib[l

“concerned atithorities mcludmg the Dlstrlct Co[lectors _and the District

R s L g st

Supelmtendent of Police so as to take (,ﬂective and proper measures. to
curb such 1nc1dents ofevc teasmg

33.  The Appeal is accordingly allowed with the above directions and the
judgment of the High Court is set aside. However, there will be no order as to
Costs. )
Js
(K.S. Radhakrishnan)
J.
_ (Dipak Misra)
New Del’hi,

November 30, 2012



